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NETHERLANDS 
ITALIAN, DUTCH COMMUNISTS HOLD MEETING IN AMSTERDAM 
LD051321 Rome L'UNITA in Italian 23 Feb 79 p 14 LD 


[Text] Amsterdam--A meeting took place here Tuesday [21 February] between a PCI 
delegation composed of Directorate Member Comrade Carlo Galluzzi and Mario Pasqualotto, 
secretary of the Communist group in the European Parliament, and a CPN delegation 

composed of Politburo members comrades Rinus Haks and Henri Kluver and Central Committee 
Member Comrade Jan De Boo. The two delegations carried out a broad exchange of view- 
points on the situation in their respective countries and on the workers! struggle for 
peace, democracy, detente and disarmament. During the meeting there was also a discussion 
of preparations being made in both countries for the elections to the European Parliament. 


Bearing in mind the differing situations in the two countries, the PCI and CPN reasserted 
the desire to continue extending the debate within the framework of the struggle to build 
a democratic Europe of peace and social progress. In this spirit the two sides decided 
to strengthen existing contacts of cooperation and friendship. 


BELGIUM 
RWANDA FOREIGN MINISTER ASKS FOR EUROPEAN AID AIRLIFT 
LD061446 Brussels Domestic Service in French 1400 GMT 6 Mar 79 LD 


[Text] The foreign minister of Rwanda met his Belgian counterpart, Mr Simonet, in Brussels 
today. He informed Mr Simonet about difficulties caused in Rwanda by the conflict 

between Uganda and Tanzania. Rwanda, as well as Burundi, is surrounded by Tanzania and 
Uganda. Because of the conflict between the two countries, it is impossible for Rwanda 

to use its own railways for nonmilitary purposes, since all the equipment is being used 

to transport troops and military supplies. 


Among other things, the Rwanda minister is asking the Belgians and perhaps other European 
countries as well to organize an air bridge to his country in order to supply it with 
food and spare parts for machinery. Mr Simonet promised to examine this request favorably 
and to appeal to other friendly countries for a similar attitude. 


KING RESUMES CONSULTATIONS ON FORMATION OF GOVERNMENT 
LD051551 Brussels LE SOIR in French 1 Mar 79 pp 1, 2 W 


[Excerpt] While the Flemish parties give way to one-upmanship on language issues, the 
king is resuming his consultations for the fourth time since the crisis began. Tuesday 
afternoon he received Socialist Party [French-Speaking Wing] [PSB] President Andre Cools, 
Party of Liberty and Progress [PVV] President Willy De Clerq and Lucien Outers, minister 
for development cooperation and one of the French-Speaking Front's [FDF] main strategists. 
Wednesday morning Communications Minister Jos Chabert, Foreign Minister Henri Simonet 

and FDF President Antoinette Spaak went to the palace. 


However, at that point there was still speculation on the attitude the king might take. 
indeed it is no longer simply a question of finding a government formula or evan an agree- 
ment on community problems but of finding a new way of simply reopening the dialog and 
filling the political void created by the failure of Mr Nothomb's and Mr Claes' attempt 

at mediation. 
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There seems to be total deadlock on the very root of the problem, It was clear from 

the text of the Social Christian Party [Flemish Wing] [CVP] reply to the mediators' 
proposals that Mr Martens' party is, for example, continuing to put forward objections 

on the political responsibility of regional executives. The Flemish Social Christians 
seemed to accept that political respon osility at the end of Prime Minister-Designate 
Martens! mission, but they are again opposing that vital provision which the French- 
speaking parties regard as the test of the effectiveness of regionalization. Moreover, 
that notion of political responsibility was already toned down considerably in Mr Nothomb's 
and Mr Claes' proposals. 


The CVP's reservations on real regionalization--even if it actually only means giving 

it to Wallonia and Flanders and not Brussels--is also apparent from the fact that it 
wants to keep national control over subordinate powers, in other words over the communes, 
whereas the two mediators were proposing to give it to the Walloon and Flemish regional 
powers and whereas it had been ruled to be a regional question in the Egmont pact. 

It is also worth noting that the CVP's letter of reply also states that it openly opposes 
parity between the secretaries of state. Moreover, it hints that it r-*"-es to lift 

its veto on FDF participation in the government, 


Whatever happens, the French-speaking parties, at least the PSB and the FDF, think it 

is impossible to negotiate any serious solution with the ‘VP before the 10 June European 
elections, The Social Christian Party [French-Speaking Wing] [PSC] seems less convinced 
of that. Contrary to general opinion, at the end of their executive committee meeting 
Tuesday noon, Mr Nothomb and Mr Hansenne in fact stated that "the latest proposal 

made by the three French-speaking parties Monday afternoon was likely to break the 
present deadlock." What did that proposal consist of? 


We know that on Monday afternoon, during the last meeting the six party presidents 

had with the two mediators, Mr Martens suggested forming a six party government and 
"freezing" community problems for a period of 6 months to 2 years. On behalf of the 
French-speaking parties, Mr Hansenne than read a list of five conditions regarded as 
guarantees which the CVP could give of its willingness to achieve regionalization at the 
end of that period, The preconditions would give the French-speaking parties the post 
of prime minister, complete parity in government and in the state budgets, a halt in 

the work on Zeebrugge port and suspension of negotiations on the Escaut-Meuse treaty. 


At n@on Tuesday Mr Hansenne and Mr Nothomb affirmed that those guarantees were neither 
exhaustive nor cumulative. In other words, they did not have to be accepted as a whole, 
and others could be found, In short, they gave the impression that in their eyes 
negotiations could be started with the Flemish parties in that respect. They furthermore 
stated that the Flemish presidents had not replied to those proposals, being anxious 

to rejoin their parties, 


We learn from other sources that the other French-speaking parties regard those five 
conditions as cwmlative and as simply intended to test the sincerity of Mr Martens’ 
proposal, Furthermore, it seemed clear that the Flemish parties would not even consider 
them. In fact they were very annoyed when they were listed, and they described them 

as unacceptable and even irregular. On Tuesday morning the newspaper DE STANDAARD 
described it as an “insult.” It was after that that Mr Martens, Mr Van Miert and Mr 
Schiltz ended the meeting. 


The other French-speaking parties furthermore point out that those oonditions are also 
unacceptable to them because they would enable regionalization to be delayed, which 
conflicts with the very text of the joint note the three French-speaking parties sent 
to the mediators, 
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In short, if the PSC regarded those proposals as a lifebelt for rapidly forming a govern- 
ment (which they could then demand to lead), its view is not shared by the Flemish or the 
other French-speaking parties. 


What is more, there has been no new element to clarify the political situation, It is 
just worth noting that after the proposal made by the FDF in that context, the Party of 
Walloon Reform and Liberty [PRLW] seemed to favor an early meeting of the Freuch Cultural 
Council "to express the legitimacy of the country's French community," provided this did 
not produce clashes or inflammatory statements. 


SCHILTZ SUGGESTS TEMPORARY COALITION UNTIL FALL 
LD060827 Brussels LE SOIR in French 23 Feb 79 pp 1, 2 LD 
{Interview with People's Union [VU] President Hugo Schiltz] 


[Excerpts] As we know, the People's Union occupies a key position in resolving the crisis 
the country has been experiencing for many weeks. 


The People's Union walked out of the negotiations conducted by Premier-Designate Wilfried 


Martens. According to certain circles, notably the Social Christian Party Flemish Wing [CVP], 


the reason for this walkout lay essentially in the desire shown by the Flemish Federal 
Party's rank and file to go on an “opposition cure," come what may. If this were indeed 
the case, hopes of returning the outgoing majority or even resolving the crisis would be 
crushed. But is it in fact the case? We put the question to People's Union President 
Hugo Schiltz in person, 


"My party," he replied, “has definitely not made any such decision, We did not walk out 
of the negotiations because we had resolved to follow an opposition strategy in any event, 
The reason was that, on the CVP's side, nothing was clear as regards the persons truly 
invested with the party's confidence, nor the goals sought in matters of state reform. 

We had the feeling that the CVP is divided into two groups, one federalist, the other 
unitarist, which neutralize each other completely, so much so that its negotiators are 
afraid to make a choice." 


[Question] Would the People's Union agree to lend its support to institutional reform 
without being in the government? 


1 


[Answer] No. We will not give our support "from outside." This position has long been 


clearly defined. There is no question of changing it. 


[Question] Supposing your wishes regarding the creation of a Flemish front were to come 
true; do you think an agreement could be quickly reached with the Francophone parties? 


[Answer] I have indeed asked myself whether such an agreement has the slightest chance 
of being realized when for weeks the gap has been constantly widening and we are only a 
few months away from the European elections. This is why, over the past few days, I 
have suggested that community problems be put on ice until the fall. 


In other words, until September the government would be entrusted to a coalition of the 
Social Christians and the Socialists. I understand fully the suspicions such a sugges - 
tion may arouse among the Francophones, since it might look like an attempt to break up 
their front. But in my view it is only conceivable if the setting up of the transitional 
government is accompanied by a political agreement which leaves no doubt about the choice 
of future interlocutors, in short, which lays down a clear and precise appointment in 

the fall for partners designated now. 
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BRZEZINSKI QUOTED ON NATO, GROWING MILITARY IMBALANCE 
LD061814 Hamburg DPA in German 1656 GmMT 6 Mar 79 LD 


[Text] Bonn--Zbigniew Brzezinski, President Carter's national security adviser, has 
announced a modernization of NATO's nuclear weapons in Europe. In an interview for 
the international military magazine, NATO'S FIFTEEN NATIONS, he said that in face of 
the danger threatening Europe through the Soviet nuclear modernization program--with 
SS-2 medium-range rockets and the Backfire bomber--NATO would in the course of this 
year discuss the adjustment of the "doctrine of strategic targeting" to the current 
Strategic situation. 


At the same time, Brzezinski allayed European fears that Europe would be bypassed in 
the dialog on the Limitation of strategic arms. There can be no doubts about the U.S. 
commitment to Europe's defense, including the nuclear components, 


In the interview, which was prereleased to DPA in an edited yersion, Brzezinski under- 
lined the problems of arms cooperation in NATO, saying that in this sphere the United 
States advocated closer cooperation in the "shared development of new weapons systems." 
It was the main task of the alliance to realize the Long-Term Defense Program and to 
allocate sufficient funds for defense. Brzezinski said: "Should we miss this, we will 
be faced with a growing imbalance between the military capabilities of East and West." 


HIGH -LEVEL NATO SECRETARY DEFECTS TO E,. GERMANY 
LD062326 Hamburg DPA in German 2232 GMT 6 Mar 79 LD 


[Excerpts] Berlin-Brussels--A woman secretary employed by NATO in Brussels for the 

past 12 years, apparently in an important position, has defected to the GDR. Commenting 
on an ADN report to this effect, a NATO spokesman said tonight that secretary Ursel 
Lorenzen had been missing for the past few days. Brussels quarters suspect espionage. 


The woman was last in charge of preparations for the weekly meetings of NATO ambassadors, 
where the most important problems of the alliance are discussed. So far FRG security 
authorities have not commented on the affair. 


BRANDT HOLDS FIRST PRESS CONFERENCE SINCE HEART ATTACK 
LD061538 Hamburg DPA in German 1402 GMT 6 Mar 79 LD 


[Text] Bonn--Willy Brandt, in his first press conference since completing some 3 months 
of convalescence after a heart attack, today stressed the basic principle that German 
foreign and security policy must remain "calculable" for East and West. This German 
policy, which is anchored in the Western alliance, must not allow itself to be "diverted 
from its tenacious efforts to reduce tensions." Because of the continuing uncertainty 
in many parts of the world, Europe must be preserved as a zone of security and peace, 


Like the Federal Government on Monday, Brandt emphasized in this connection interesting 
aspects of the recent speech by CPSU General Secretary Leonid Brezhnev, pointing to 
Brezhnev's proposal for a nonaggression pact between the states participating in the 
Helsinki CSCE. He said although he did not want to adopt this proposal in that particular 
Shape, it did show that the Soviet Union wanted to continue the process started in 
Helsinki. In view of the second CSCE conference to be held in Madrid next year, "a 
stimulation of the discussion of how the multilateral detente policy in Europe should 

be continued would certainly be useful," Brandt said. 
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SCHMIDT APPROVES LIFTING STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS 
LD061635 Hamburg DPA in German 1558 GMT 6 Mar 79 LD 


{[Summary] Bonn-Paris--Federal Chancellor Helmut Schmidt for the first time has publicly 
expressed his clear approval of the SPD initiative in the Bundestag to lift the statute 
of limitations for murder, and thus also for Nazi crimes. The chancellor said tonight 
on French television in connection with the screening there of the program "Holocaust" 
that he has signed the draft bill as a Bundestag deputy. "I myself have had the view 
for 10 years that the statute of limitations for murder must be repealed altogether." 


SCHEEL EXPLAINS REFUSAL TO RUN FOR PRESIDENCY 
LD061205 Hamburg DPA in German 1205 GMT 6 Mar 79 LD 


[Text] Bonn--The attempt by the FDP and SPD to persuade Federal President Walter Scheel to 
run for a second term of office has failed, Ina talk with FDP Chairman Hans-Dietrich 
Genscher and the chairman of the party parliamentary group, Wolfgang Mischnick, Scheel 
today gave as the reason for his refusal to stand again the fact that under present cir- 
cumstances no “apparent majority" for him could be expected in the Federal Assembly. 


Genscher and Mischnick had officially asked Scheel to stand for office again on behalf of 
their party executive and SrD Chairman Willy Brandt, during a talk at the Villa 
Hammerschmidt. The amnouncement by the president's office states that Scheel expressed 
gratitude for the confidence placed in him again and added that he could not accede to 

the request because of the situation regarding a majority. Genscher and Mischnick said 
after Scheel's refusal that they respected the reasons for his decision, Scheel's refusal 
came as no surprise to informed circles here. After the CDU and CSU yesterday almost un- 
animously nominated Bundestag President Karl Carstens as their own candidate, the CDU/CSU 
now have 531 mandates in the 1,036-member Federal Assembly, and require only 519 votes for 
an absolute majority. 


FOREIGN MINISTER GENSCHER GOES BACK INTO HOSPITAL 

LD061822 Hamburg DPA in German 1729 GMT 6 Mar 79 LD 

{Summary] Bonn--Federal Foreign Minister Hans-Dietrich Genscher was readmitted to the 
hospital here today with renewed disturbances of his heartbeat. FDP spokesman Josef 
Gerwald would not say how long Genscher's stay ould last. Genscher entered hospital 
for 6 days with the same complaint 5 weeks ago. 

WASHINGTON CORRESPONDENT ASSESSES CARTER MIDEAST TRIP 

DWO71015 Frankfurt FRANKFURTER RUNDSCHAU in German 7 Mar 79 p 3 DW 


[Report by Correspondent Horst Schreitter-Schwarzenfeld] 


[Text] Washington--It is almost like the days of shuttle diplomacy. This time, however, 

it is not the U.S. secretary of state who is going to Egypt and Israel on a diplomatic 
shuttle; the President himself will set out in an attempt to conclude the process of peace 
after so many setbacks. Many people in the United States, too, were speechless at the 
decision by Jimmy Carter. Papers speak of a “risky move"® and Senators express hope that 
that the risks will not be too high. But if they are, speculated Senator Jacob Javits of 
New York, for instance, the President must be "mad." 
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What is behind this gamble with such high stakes? Many U.S. political analysts in 
Washington maintain that without the Iran revolution no such “escalation” of "pressure 
for peace" would have taken place. Iran made many see that the peace chances could 
dwindle away easily. On one hand new fears have come up in Israel and, together with 
this, a readiness was growing to cling to the status quo. On the other hand, however, 
the Egyptian position hardened because of the strengthened feeling that the spirit of 
the entire Arab world must be taken more into consideration. For Washington this means 
the peace treaty must be signed before it is too late. 


The United States now is interested more than ever in peace between Israel and its neigh- 
bors. The situation at the Persian Gulf is not considered stable at all. The dependence 
of the United States on oil imports from Saudi Arabia and the cheikdoms of the Gulf is 

as great as ever, despite the bills aimed at saving energy. As demonstrated by the recent 
discord between Saudi Arabia and the United States, American possibilities of exerting 
influence are limited by the unsolved Israel problem. As long as America is considered 
the banker and financer of Israel, relations even with pro-Western Arab govermments will 
remain tense. 


Growing influence of the Arab world and its business interests can be observed in the 
United States. It seems sometimes that the "Jewish lobby" is engaged in delaying action. 
The Palestinian side is speaking up more and more in the media. The Mideast policy of 
Jimmy Carter's administration reflects this change of spirit. The reproach by American 
Jews that the President is "tilting toward Egypt" is not unfounded. 


On the other hand it is absolutely impossible that a U.S. president ever would "drop" 
Israel. Israel has an emotional status for U.S. policy like West Berlin has for the 
Federal Republic. What the President is aiming for most urgently is peace and quiet in 
this sensitive area. Simultaneously, he would like to harvest what -as planted at Camp 
David--a grandiose international success, That could be useful with regard to domestic 
policy too--Carter's popularity has again dropped to its usual low point. 


This is why Carter now is playing a game with high stakes. The United States allegedly 
has compromise formulations in its bag for matters that are being disputed between Israel 
and Egypt. The Israeli Cabinet approved the compromise; now Carter is about to obtain 
the agreement of the Egyptian president. As-Sadat now will be urged to compromise. 


The outcome of the mission is uncertain. It would be too much to speak of a “last 
attempt" because it turned out in the past 18 months tha Yer some other failed “last 
attempts" new efforts were made. Carter's visit is no "jump into the water" either, 
because the Americans have in their pocket a draft for a solution that has been already 
checked at least with Israel. There will be risks anyway. Only this much can be said: 
If bets are taken in Washington, the odds on "success" are slightly better. 


‘Extreme Risk! 
DWO71105 Mainz Domestic Television Service in German 2130 GMT 6 Mar 79 DW 


(Excerpts from Washington correspondent Peter Merseburger Commentary] 


[Text] Only Jimmy Carter can be the loser. Surprised, the people in the United States 
are observing their President's departure knowing he is running an extreme risk. The 
position of President as-Sadat still is completely open. Failure of this mission would 
seal the political fate of the President. With just 37 percent of Americans approving 
his way of running his office, the President is showing the courage of despair. Should 
his mission be successful, it will change his fate and he will regain the respect of 
his compatriots, as in the days of Camp David. 
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Press Comment 
DWO70815 Cologne Deutschlandfunk Domestic Service in German 0605 GMT 7 Mar 79 DW 
[From the press review, compiled by Angelika Hochgeschurz] 


[Text] MANNHEIMER MORGEN maintains: Carter unexpectedly increased the Mideast stakes. 
His completely surprising decision to go to Cairo himself and campaign for acceptance 
of changed formulations contained in the Israeli-Egyptian peace treaty by As-Sadat 
demonstrates extraordinary courage. But such an approach is not farfetched either. 
Having arrived at a low point of popularity at home and abroad and not being taken 
seriously by many statesmen, Carter is using the opportunity to expose himself in a 
spectacular way as no president ever before him has ever done and to take the mediation 
firmly in his own hands. 


BERLIVER MORGENPOST stresses: If President Carter goes to the Mideast to make a personal 
attempt to settle the peace treaty between Egypt and Israel, this reflects a remarkable 
change of interests between Washington, Cairo and Jerusalem. Regardless how important 
the treaty may be for Egypt and Israel, the problem is most urgent for the Americans. 

As long as the U.S. Government is mediating between Cairo and Jerusalem, it feels 
pressed into a narrow limit of considerations which curtails to almost zero its freedom 
of action, also toward nations not directly involved. The action of the President now 

is supposed to cut the Gordian knot and facilitate freedom of action. 


SPD DEFENSE SPOKESMAN VIEWS WEHNER DISARMAMENT THESIS 
pwW061000 Bonn DIE WELT in German 6 Mar 79 p 4 DW 


[Article by Alfons Pawelczyk, SPD Bundestag deputy and chairman of the Bundestag 
disarmament committee] 


[Text] We must oppose the panic-mongering of those who want to make us believe that 
the security of the NATO nations no longer exists. At present security is stable. 

We are not prone to political blackmail. The United States sticks by its alliance 
guarantees. Anyone who questions whether this still applies today, and through dis- 
cussions on independent European deterrence forces, creates insecurity and jeopard’zes 
the solidarity of the alliance. There is no such thing as security for Western Europe 
without the United States. 


The situation will change to our disadvantage in the eighties if the Warsaw Pact 
intensively continues its arms efforts without any reaction on NATO's part. Anybody, 
including the opposition, can see that the NATO states are reacting. Far-reaching 
political decisions have been made in NATO's long-term program. In part they are 
being put into practice already. 


As far as this involves decisions in the medium-range field, it has been insured that 
the options necessary for our security will remain open in both SALT and MBFR. Since 
the Soviet Union is highly superior in the medium-range field, it must essentially 
contribute toward greater stability in this field. 


The Soviet Unieor has declared its readiness to negotiate on medium-range missiles. It 
would be irresponsible to station new, even more dangerous weapons systems without any 
preceding attempt at stabilizing external security through arms reduction instead of arms 
enhancement. This course is also practicable with respect to defense policy, since the 
U.S. medium-range weapons currently in development will not be ready for production 


Should the Soviet Union refuse to help guarantee security and political stability through 
arms control measures, it would force NATO to take defense measures, 
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Nobody accuses the Soviet Union of aggressive intentions, This is why it is justified 
to call it de*ensive. Minister of State Dohnanyi in a lecture in Moscow on 22 January 
said: "We proceed from the assumption that the Soviet Union has created, and is main- 
taining, its rapidly growing military potential exclusively for purposes of defense," 


The extent and armament of armed forces ire also the results of a subjective feeling 

of being threatened, It is extremely aifficult . define precisely the feeling of being 
threatened which another state has. In my opinion, the armed forces of the Soviet 

Union exceed what is necessary for its defense. It is the purpose of negotiations 
between NATO and the Warsaw Pact to inform each other and to build trust in order to 
prevent the further enhancement of the armed forces and to echieve disarmament, 


There will beno advance concessions on our part in negotiations, advance concessions 
are unilateral concessions which can be unilaterally retracted again, This is to say, 
they cannot be settled, What we want is to tie arms control and steps in disarmament 
to agreements and treaties. 


This is also applic D.le to the Vienna MBFR negotiations, which are particularly impor- 
tant for the security of the Federal Republic. In the meantime, a great deal of 
harmony has been achieved in important principles of negotiation, What now matters is 
to take a fundamental decision at a high political level on possibilities of mutual com- 
promise based on parity and collectivity, a decision which should then form the basis 
of further action by the delegations, Beyond that it is expedient to achieve new re- 
sults in the trust-building measures of the CSCE, and is also in the interest of the 
CSCE states not participating in MBFR. At the CSCE followup conference in Madrid in 
1980 the participating states should agree to hold a special CSCE conference for that 
purpose, Trust-building measures in Europe constitute support for conmerete agreements 
in both MBFR and SALT, 


Mertes Article 





DWO61015 Bonn DIE WELT in German 6 Mar 79 p 4 DW 
{Artile by Alois Mertes, defense policy spokesman of the CDU/CSU Bundestag faction] 


{Text] Responsible armament policy must take into consideration the strategy of both 
sides, Soviet military theory is offensive, With regard to its armed forces, it 
strictly rejects the principle of strategic defense. It demands the capability to 
launch a "preemptive" strike in time and with so much strength that the theater of var 
will be shifted to the area of the antagonist, which will be controlled that way. 
Tactical operative military doctrine also is offensive, which obviously is tailored 
for an attack, 


The military potential of the USSR, according to its size, organization, arms and 
equipment, is designed for a far-flung offensive, Offensive also are the 21,100 tanks 

of the Warsaw Pact stationed in Europe (against 7,300 Western tanks), Offensive is 

the number and quality of the constantly growing medium-range potential aimed at Europe, 
which we cannot cope with, The assurance of the Soviets that they do not aim for military 
superiority is incompatible with these facts; the same applies to Brezhnev's statement 
regarding MBFR parity. Offensive also is the Soviet-communist ideology considering itself 
as a dynamic "liberation of mankind." The revolutionary worldwide final victory of 
socialism headed by the CPSU is not just a theoretical credo, but practical political 
action supported by an offensive military power, Clausewitz was as important to Lenin 

as Marx was. 


The motives of Russian military policy are highly defensive, From these defensive 


motives based on Russian mentality, and the history of apower system that felt constantly 
pressured by Enemies, Soviet policy derives offensive conclusions based on a growing 


military potential. 
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These consequences and these potentials must be decisive for Western security policy. 
The Soviet idea of "security" has far-reaching political consequences in contrast to 
the West, where “security” has a purely military meaning. 


For Moscow, for instance, demands for implementing human rights and self-determina.ion 
in the Soviet sphere of influence and every form of calling into question final character 
of the present conditions of rule--be it legally or politically--are a "security threat" 
directed at the socialist camp and, therefore, “aggressive.” Psycholgical understanding 
for the Russian position in Europe, particularly in the triangle of Poland-CcSR-GDR, 
however, must not become a political agreement with the Russian tradition of using mili- 
tary power not only for defense but as an instrument for oppressing obstinate groups 

of people, for “peaceful intimidation, pressure, threats, or even blackmail. 


The Soviet Union's extended and exaggerated interpretation of the term security, based 
on the revolutionary aims and on Russian history, makes a dialog on arms control problems 
extremely difficult without, however, making it superfluous or useless. Wehner's simple 
falsification cf Soviet mentalitywas harmful not just to our security but also to 
handling the motives and aims of the alliance's antagonist, who simultaneously is the 
decisive partner in arms limitation talks. 


I believe those forces opposed to risks have the upper hand in the Soviet leadership. 
They, too, are in favor of gradual implementation of their offensive norms of "security" 
and “detente,” but they want to achieve this in a nonwar situation. Their opponents 
possibly are more prepared to run risks. The must feel strengthened by an imbalance of 
power in Europe. Wehner's, Behr's, and Brandt's foreign policy is working for them: Since 
1970 Soviet armament against Westerr Europe was growing together with the worldwide 
political-military expansion of the USSR, Cuba, and the "GDR." 


The Vienna troop reduction talks will offer a chance for success if the West pursues its 
goals and principles soberly, patiently and purposefully. Wehner's criticism of German 
negotiation tactics at the MBFR talks created so much damage that it canngt be fully 
assessed yet. He disclosed weaknesses in the Bonn leadership which in a fatal way will 
Strengthen the adamant stance of the East. 
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IE MONDE SPECULATES ON SOVIET TACTICS ACAINST PRC, U.S. 
1D051131 Paris LE MONDE in French 4-5 Mar 79 p 1 ID 
[Editorial: "A Graduated Riposte"] 


[Text] The "election" speech delivered by Brezhnev in his Moscow constituency on Friday-- 
on 4 March the Soviet people will vote in a mere formality to elect their two assemblies-- 
seems to confirm the line hitherto pupsued by the Soviet Union with respect to the 
Sino-Vietnamese conflict. Even though, according to all available information, the USSR 
is prepared to react militarily, it is on the diplomatic front that it still intends 

to concentrate its efforts in the hope of making China lose face and, as a result, slowing 
down its progress toward respectability. 


As far as it is possible to judge, the progress of the fighting has enabled Moscow to 

keep to this line--the "lesson" which Beijing claimed it would teac! Hanoi nas so far 
seemed to be rather insignificant. Even though numerically inferior « the troops committed 
by China, Vietnamese units appear to have offered effective resistance to the offensiye-- 

to such an extent that China could find it rather difficult to “disengage” in an orderly 
and disciplined manner. It is in this context that the Kremlin has felt able to limit 

its aid to military supplies while strengthening its naval presence in the China Sea and, 
undoubtedly, completing the preparation of its troops stationed along the Sino-Soviet and 
Sino-Mongolian borders, 


However, it would be a mistake t interpret Brezhnev's speech as abandoning the idea of 
taking any "punitive action" against China. First, because the government note published 
soon after the general secretary's speech to warn Beijing against any intervention in 
Laos stated that "the more crimes the Chinese aggressors commit, the more severely they 
will be punished." And, second, because it is only natural for the Kremlin to want to 
choose the time and the form of "punishment" which it wants to mete out to the Beijing 
"bandits." After all, the Chinese did nothing during the Vietnamese offensive in Crmbodia 
and waited several weeks before taking any action. It cannot be ruled out that Moscow 
has a similar scenario in mind, 


Especially since, in the short run, China's offensive against Vietnam has enabled the 
Soviet leaders to pose as extremely responsible men and to intensify pressures of all sorts 
on Western countries. Mr Giscard @’Estaing will undoubtedly experience this when he 
visits “oscow at the end of the month. And so will the British ir they persist in their 
plan--and they assert that they will--to sell Beijing Harrier VTOL fighters. 


However, it is against Washington that Moscow wants to Jaunch its main offensive. In 
fact, Brezhnev has clearly intimated that time has come to conclude the interminable SALT 
II talks and stated that he is ready to meet President Carter in tne near future to sign 
this agreement. For good measure, he suggested the conclusion of "a kind of nonaggression 
pact" between countries which signed the Helsinki agreements-<a proposal which if accepted 
would be of great advantage to Moscow since it would help to remove a little further the 
specter of a confrontation on two fronts. 


As far as the immediate future is concernej, it is President Carter who has been driven 
into a corner, since it appears in fact that Moscow has made some final concessions which 
would make it possible to conclude SALT II talks rapidly. The signing of such an 
agreement--without pre judging the question of its ratification by the U.S. Senate--would 
undoubtedly represent a setback for Beijing, which has already put itself in the wrong 
by trying to use invasion as a method for settling conflicts. 
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ANDREOTTI SENDS MESSAGES TO CARTER, BREZHNEV URGING DETENTE 
4D261043 Turin LA STAMPA in Italian 2 Mar 79 p 14 LD 


["C.FR," report: "Forlani Reveals Andreotti's 'Secret! Appeal: Italian Move for 
Indochina With Messages to Carter, Brezhnev"] 


[Excerpt] Rome--Andreotti has sent an appeal to Carter and Brezhnev for them to meet 
as soon as possible, even without an agreement on strategic weapons, to relaunch the 
detente policy and isolate the hotbeds of tension and conflict threatening world peace, 
This was the hitherto secret content of the messages sent 20 February by the prime 
minister to the U.S. President and the Soviet president, following the outbreak of war 
between China and Vietnam, 


This was revealed by Minister Forlani yesterday, speaking to the Lower House Foreign 
Affairs Commission about the Southeast Asia situation and the several diplomatic 
initiatives taken immediately by our government. Forlani said that "only respect for 
the sovereignty, independence and territorial integrity of all the states in the area 
can guarantee peace and stability on the Indochina Peninsula," adding that "there must 
be an immediate end to fighting on the Chinese-Vietnamese border and a withdrawal of 
Yoreign armed forces from all occupied territores," 


Italy, then, believes that the Chinese troops must withdraw from Vietnam and Vietnamese 
troops from Cambodia, After reporting on various steps taken through the Vietnamese 
and Chinese ambassadors, Forlani discussed the messages with which the prime minister 
urged Carter and Brezhnev to take immediate initiatives to confirm the desire for 
dialog between the United States and the Soviet Union, 


"We expressed the wish," Forlani said, "not only for a repaid conclusion to the SALT II 
negotiations, but also--in the event of that not being immediatly possible--that a 
meeting be held anyway between the U.S. and Soviet presidents to hasten the conclusion 
of these negotiations and to isolate the hotbeds of tension and conflict," 


The foreign minister noted that Italy's appeal does not stem from a passive acceptance 
of the bipolar logic applied to the international situation, since our country intends 
to encourage a proliferation of poles of influence and a more flexible balance dependent 
not only on the United States and the USSR, but also on China, the nonalined countries 
and the European countries as a whole, "I believe, however," Mr Forlani said, "that 

we would be selecting an abstract line if, within the context of the current crisis, we 
failed to appreciate the influence that the United States and the Soviet Union can 
exert immediately with a view to containing them, To ignore this reality would imply 

a failure to comprehend the catastrophic risks that we all run when the convergence of 
commitment between Moscow and Washington in combating international crises weakens or 
fails," 


REPORTS ON PERTINI'S ATTEMPTS TO FORM NEW GOVERNMENT 
LDO61748 Rome Domestic Service in Italian 1600 GMT 6 Mar 79 LD 
[Text] This morning the president of the republic ended his second round of consulta- 


tions during which the remaining possibilities of forming a government after the failure 
of Andreotti's and La Malfa's attempts were assessed, 


Pertini's decisions are expected tomorrow, 
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From what was said by political leaders after their talks with the head of state, it 
was confirmed that it is impossible to rebuild the dissolved parliamentary majority of 
national solidarity. Moreover, a subordinate solution which would not include the 
Communists in the majority appears quite problematic. In fact, the Socialists do not 
intend to consent to the formation of a government with their backing without obtaining 
at least the abstention of the Communist Party. On the other hand the Communists have 
said that a government in which they do not take part directly, or indirectly, will see 
them in opposition, although they will be responsible and constructive. 


A way out could be presented by including in the government independents from the left 
elected in the Communist lists but the Christian Democrats have repeated their refusal 
to accept this. A last attempt in this direction is supposed to have been made this 
morning during a meeting between Craxi and Zaccagnini in the presence of their respective 
deputy party secretaries. 


The directorate of the Social Democratic Party, which met this morning, reiterated the 
request for a broadly representative government backed by a big parliamentary majority. 


VATICAN ISSUES COMMUNIQUE ON POPE'S VISIT TO POLAND 
AvO31412 Rome ANSA in English 0805 GMT 3 Mar 79 AU 


[Excerpt] (ANSA) Rome, March 3--Pope John Paul II will visit Poland from June 2 to 10 
with stops scheduled for Warsaw, Krakow and Czestochowa, according to a communique 
released last night by the Vatican press office. The communique substantially confirmed 
a Radio Warsaw announcement, monitered in Rome last evening of the pontiff's upcoming 
visit to his homeland. The radio report, based on a Polish news a@gency "PAP" account, 
added Wadowice, the pope's birthplace, to the intinerary for the eight-day visit. 


The broadcast disclosed that the cardinal primate of Poland, Stefan Wyszynski, sent a 
message to the pontiff on February 22 "on his behalf and that of the Polish Episcopal 
Conference", expressing gratitude for the upcoming visit to Poland and the desire that 
it take place “in the near future". According to Radio Warsaw, the chairman of the 
Council of Ministers (Poland's Premier) Henryk Jablonski, spoke with satisfaction of the 
"son of the Polish people" elevated to the head of the Roman Catholic church who is now 
planning a visit to his homeland, 


Jablonski reportedly linked the forthcoming papal visit this year to other "important 
events" like the 40th anniversary of Nagi Germany's invasion of the country and the 35th 
anniversary of the founding of the Polish People's Republic. 


JANUARY OIL CONSUMPTION UP 9.5 PERCENT OVER JAN 78 
AU031635 Rome ANSA in English 1605 GMT 3 Mar 79 AU 


[Text] Rome, 3 March (ANSA)--O0il consumption in Italy was 9.5 percent higher in January 
than it was the same month a year earlier, hitting the 9,084,000 ton marke The Italian 
Oil Union disclosed today that gasoline consumption was up 9.5 percent (865,000 tons) 
and the consumption of heating oil increased as much as 11.8 percent (2,762,000 tons). 
Combustible fuel was consumed at a rate of 9.1 percent more than in January 1978, 
reaching a consumption of 3,950,000 tons. In the latter field, the biggest rise ir 
consumption came in the use of combustible oil for the production of thermo-electric 
power (13.3 percent), followed by industrial use (up 6.3 percent) and heating (up 4.3 
percent). 
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CENTRISTS SEEK AGREEMENT WITH SOCIAL DEMOCRATS 

LD051203 Lisbon DIARIO DE NOTICIAS in Portuguese 17 Feb 79 p 2 LD 

[Unattributed report: "Centrists' Agreement With Social Democrats"] 


[Text] The Social Democratic Center Party [CDS] yesterday proposed to the Social 
Democratic Party [PSD] the setting up of a joint committee to prepare a “comprehensive, 
public, permanent and stable" agreement between the two parties. According to the 
Centrists, it will be possible only after this agreement to extend the negotiations 

to the Socialist Party, "if the question arises." 


The CDS proposal was presented in the course of a meeting between officials of that 
party and PSD leaders involved in the contacts with other political parties which are 
being conducted by the Social Democrats. The PSD reserved its reply to the Centrist 
proposals for a future bilateral meeting, for which no date has yet been set. 


At yesterday's meeting, the PSD was represented by Amandio de Azevedo, Helena Roseta 
and Angelo Correia, and the CDS by Basilio Horta, Lucas Pires and Ribeiro e Castro. 


Basilio Horta said at the conclusion of the meeting that his party put forward a "specific 
proposal of an urgent nature," taking into account the fact that the present moment is one 
of "clarification and requires an end to ambiquities." A new factor, which is a come 
prehensive political agreement," is necessary, he added. 


The Centrist deputy chairman also stated that the CDS proposal is not aimed at 
"rebuffing the Socialist Party" but at specifying that the Socialists should only 
enter the negotiations "if the question arises, after the PSD and the CDS have reached 
the proposed agreement.” 


Amandio de Azevedo said for his part that the CDS proposal will be discussed by the 
Social Democrats! party bodies and that the reply will be given at another meeting. 
However, he did not fail to express the view that the centrist stance "is not in keeping 
with the PSD's strategy, which is aimed at achieving a broader agreement seeking a 
political bloc which will give the government stability and guarantee the resolution of 
the nation's problems." 


PRESIDENT EANES TO VISIT ROMANIA, BULGARIA, HUNGARY 
LD062044 Lisbon Domestic Service in Portuguese 1930 GMT 6 Mar 79 LD 


[Text] It was officially confirmed today that President Eanes will be paying official 
visits to Romania, Bulgaria and Hungary from 19 to 26 March, 


It will be the first visit to countries of the socialist bloc by President Ramalho Eanes. 
LEADING PS MEMBER 'BETRAYED, DECEIVED' BY PARTY 

LD062240 Lisbon Domestic Service in Portuguese 1930 GMT 6 Mar 79 LD 

[Excerpts] An event that had been awaited with great expectancy by parliamentary 
correspondents and even journalists not usually engaged in covering the work of the 


Assembly of the Republic was the announced press conference by Dr Vasco da Gama 
Fernandes to explain why he has decided to leave the Socialist Party [PS]. 
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The news conference was held in a room adjacent to the main chamber of the Assembly of 
the Republic. Here is our reporter, Adelino Gomes: 


[Gomes] Visibly moved, Vasco da Gama made statements that had the effect of a veritable 
political bombshell--at least, that is my conviction. Having decided to leave the PS 
Vasco da Gama today gave the reasons behind his decision. They can be subdivided intéd 
moral reasons and political ones. 


With regard to the moral reasons, Vasco da Gama Fernandes, who laid emphasis on the need 
for politicians to be upright and honest, declared himself betrayed, deceived and 
offended by his party over his removal, and, above all, the manner of his removal from 
the post of speaker of the Assembly of the Republic. He was affronted by the attitude 
of the PS and especially, he said, of its secretary general, and also by the fact that 
the present speaker, Dr Teofilo Csarvalho dos Santos, after telling him that he would 
refuse to stand as a candidate for the post if put forward by the PS had in the end 
accepted. 


Vasco da Gama Fernandes told the reporters present that he has terminated his friendship 
with Mario Soares in view of the serious events that followed, namely Mario Soares! 
statements that friends of the former speaker had voiced agreement over his replacement-- 
views, Vasco da Gama Fernandes added, that his friends deny ever having expressed, 


As for the political reasons, he listed a number of them: One was the replacement of 
the watchword "socialism" with that of "democracy" by fhe PS when in power as the second 
gcevernment. There was also Mario Soares! attitude, again during the second government, 
of wishing at all costs to establish an agreement with the Communist Party on the 
question of agrarian reform, 


Asked if he thought that Mario Soares should continue as PS secretary general, Vasco da Gama 
Fernandes said that he had not given the matter much thought, but that he believed that 
no one is irreplaceable, 


PCP'S CUNHAL RETURNS FROM VISIT TO HUNGARY 
LD032228 Lisbon Domestic Service in Portuguese 1930 GMT 3 Mar 79 LD 


[Text] The secretary general of the Portuguese Communist Party has returned to Lisbon 
from his visit to Hungary, 


Alvaro Cunhal held talks with his Hungarian counterpart, Janos Kadar, on the situation, 
activities and tasks of the two parties, on bilateral relations and on international 


politics, 
Communique Issued 


For Budapest coverage of the communique issued on the visit by Alvaro Cunhnal, see the 
7 March issue of the Hungary section of the Eastern Europe DAILY REPGRT, 
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GRAPO CLAIMS RESPONSIBILITY FOR ASSASSINATION OF GENERAL 
LD062302 Madrid Domestic Service in Spanish 2100 GMT 6 Mar 79 LD 


[Summary] Barcelona--A phone call was received at the office of MUNDO DIARIO in 
Barcelona at midday today in which a man speaking in Catalan claimed responsibility for 
yesterday's assassination of General Munoz Vazquez on behalf of the Antifascist Resistance 
Groups of 1 October [GRAPO]e He also claimed responsibility for recent attacks in 
Barcelona, the latest of which was an attack on a Civil Guard barracks on 1 March. 


He also said that a written message had been left in a phone booth in Barcelona. The 
message was picked up by two journalists. The message was signed by GRAPO and claimed 
responsibility for the attacks. The message was handwritten and outlines the organiza- 
tion's ideological and strategic principles. 


CZECHOS LOVAK FOREIGN MINISTER ARRIVES IN MADRID 
ID062145 Madrid in Spanish to Europe 1830 GMT 6 Mar 79 LD 


[Text] “zechoslovak Foreign Minister Bohuslav Chnoupek arrived in the Spanish capital 
this afternoon to step up bilateral relations between the two countries. Hector Arenas 
now reports on this: [Begin recording] 


[Arenas] On his arrival in Madrid, Minister Chnoupek called his trip unique and historic 
in that it is the first official visit, he saic, of a Czechoslovak foreign minister to 
Spain since 1919, the year in which bilateral relations were established. Later on he 
called for an intensification of political dialog between the two countries. He said: 


[Chnoupek--in Czech fading into Spanish translation] In connection with the development 
of relations with Spain, the same as with other countries with different social systems, 
based on the principles of peaceful coexistence and on the conditions of detente, we 
think that we have many possibili;iese We want to intensify our political dialog even 
more. 


[Arenas] Later on, the Czechoslovak minister, described by international analysts as a 
hardline politician linked to the Soviet line, expressed the wish to stress the process 
of international detente during the forthcoming European Conference on Security and 
Cooperation to be held in Madrid next year. 


{Chnoupek] We think that it is a great honor for Spain that this meeting is to be held 
here, and that it is in regard for that peaceful policy that Spain is carrying out in 
the world. We would be happy if Madrid could be another (?step) to the realization of 
the results of the Helsinki conference. [end recording] 


NO NEW GOVERNMENT LIKELY UNTIL AFTER 3 APR ELECTIONS 

LD061332 Madrid in Spanish to Europe 1130 GMT 6 Mar 79 LD 

[Excerpt] It is almost certain that Prime Minister Adolfo Suarez will not form a new 
government until after the municipal elections [on 3 April]. Newspapers and press 


agencies agree on this today as they report that the prime minister has assigned Abril 
Martorell and Perez Llorca to sound out the parliamentary forces on the prospects for 


his vote of confidence. 
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CALLA*HAN TRYING TO WIN TIME ON DEVOLUTION ISSUE 
LDO71109 Lonion THE FINANCIAL TIMES in English 7 Mar 79 p 1 LD 


[Richard Evans report: "Callaghan Promises Devolution Vote" ] 


[Text] The prime minister prepared the ground yesterday for the repeal of the government's 


legislation on Scottish devolution, but he hinted that the final burial could be some 
weeks off, 


In his first public statement on the difficult tactical problem that faces the government 
following the inconclusive results in last week's Scottish referendum Mr. Callaghan told 
MPs the Cabinet had no intention of hastily abandoning its devolution commitment, 


But when faced with Tory pressure he confirmed that the government intended to bring 
forward draft orders repealing the Scotland and Wales devolution acts following the 
failure to attract the votes of 40 per cent of the electorate, 


The Cabinet meets tomorrow for the first time since the referendum to consider tactics. 
The prospect of trying to resurrect the devolution proposals by voting down the orders 
has already been virtually abandoned even though Scottish Labour MPs last night called 
for the continuation of the party's commitment to devolution, 


The question to decide will be how long the government can stall. The signs last night 
were that the Scottish National Party would be prepared to give the government only about 
three weeks before pressing hard for a vote, Another tricky decision will be whether to 
impose a three-line whip in order to give a respectable vote in favour of devolution and 
placate both the Nationalists and Labour's pro-devolutionists, or whether to allow a 
free vote, 


Mr. Callaghan's attitude yesterday was that the government's record on devolution over 
the past two years had been good, The Cabinet's clear intention is to win as much time 
as possible in order to allow the introduction of the budget on April 3 and the passage 
of the subsequent finance bill. Mr. David Steel, the Liberal leader, gave the government 
little ground for comfort in a speech last night in which he criticised the handling of 
the devolution legislation, 


EDITORIAL SEES AIR OF DESPERATION IN CARTER MIDEAST TRIP 
LD061307 London THE DAILY TELEGRAPH in English 6 Mar 79 p 18 LD 
[Editorial: "Carter's Big Throw"] 


[Excerpts] There is an air of desperation about President Carter's sudden decision to go 
to the Middle East tomorrow to try to persuade President Sadat and Mr Begin to salvage 
the Camp David agreement. We hope that agreement is close enough for his personal 
presence to bring a result which could not otherwise be achieved, The outcome of 

Mr Begin's meetings with Mr Carter in Washington seemed to do little to encourage such 
hopes, Nevertheless, American officials did place great emphasis on new proposals that 
had been put to Mr Begin, Perhaps Israel's reaction was encouraging, 


Mr Carter is going to the Middle East against a background of conflicting statements about 
military action to safeguard oil supplies, He is following a characteristic "go anywhere, 
do anyt’:ing for peace" policy, If he pulls it off, against all the apparent odds, he will 





have implanted a desperately-needed element of stability. On the other hand, after such an 


investment of prestige and such a confession of alarm, if he fails to achieve a resounding 


success, he will have made things worse, Less spectacular diplomacy, carried out by the men 


he appointed to do such work, would have been better, In any case, his whole defence and 


foreign policy is badly faulted, It is not the President's job to be on 24-hour standby to 


pull chestnuts out of the fire. 
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SOFIANOS VIEWS DETERMINATION TO FOIL FASCIST DESIGNS 
wc041245 Nicosia Domestic Service in Greek 1000 GmT 4 Mar 79 NC 


[Text] Education Minister Sofianos has warned that the Junta remnants are becoming 
active again, that traffickers in what is sacred and dear to our people are appearing, 
that agents and stooges of our people's enemies are emerging from their hideouts and 
that all of them are collaborating in an attempt to cause disturbances so thatthe Cyprus 
tragedy may be completed. 


Sofianos gave this warning today in a speech at a memorial service in Kissonerga village 
for national heroes (?Kikeli), Mikhail and Karayannis. He stressed: We warn that neither 
the state nor the people have any tolerance left because any further tolerance would only 
facilitate the plans of those who are undermin::.; the struggle of Cyprus. Neither the 
state nor the people can allow such a developmert. 


Sofianos went on: The enemies of Cyprus are confronted throughout the world with the 
people's unwavering determination for freedom and social justice. In our case, he added, 
they want to see the final division of the Cypriot people and the partition of Cyprus 
because they want our island as a springboard for their designs against our neighboring 
nations. This is why, he went on, the enemies are giving orders to their collaborators 
and agents in Cyprus in a last attempt to undermine President Kiprianou and his govern- 
ment because these are consistent in following the Makarios line. Sofianos said the 
enemies of Cyprus have always aimed at dissolving the state, make it abandon its non- 
alined policy and place it within the framework and plans of NATO. 


Sofianos stressed: Beyond the plans of the enemies of Cyprus, however, there is the 
unwavering will of the Cypriot people to struggle for a wnitary, free, nonalined, in- 
dependent and demilitarized Cyprus, and there is the help of democratic Greece and of 
all those countries which consistently support the people's struggles for freedom and 
social justice. 


He concluded: Let the underminers and fascists have no illusions: president Kiprianou, 
the government and the people will not sucumb because this is dictated by fighter 
Makarios and the salvation of our Cyprus. 


RTP FAVORS SENDING REPRESENTATIVES TO NEW YORK 

TA051230 (Clandestine) Bayrak Radio in Turkish to Cyprus 1030 GMT 5 Mar 79 TA 

[Text] In a statement issued today, Republican Turkish Party leader Ozker Ozgur said 
his party regards the call by UN Secretary General Kurt Waldheim on the Turkish and 
Greek Cypriot communities to send a representative to New York as important and positive. 
Pointing out that the Turkish and Greek Cypriot communities should waste no time in 
sending representatives, Ozgur said his party wants both sides to show tiie necessary 
flexibility for the resumpticn of meaningful talks which will lead to results. 
PAPAYEORYIOU ADDRESSES COMMONWEALTH CONFERENCE 


TA061848 Nicosia Domestic Service in Greek 1730 GMT 6 Mar 79 TA 


[Excerpt] The minister of commerce, Mr Papayeoryiou, yesterday addressed the Conference 
of Commonwealth Ministers, being held in Bangalore, India. He stressed that Cyprus 
supports the strengthening of the existing Commonwealth organizations in the industrial 
field and favors the creation of new ones. The conference is discussing ways of 
cooperation between countries of the Commonwealth in developing their industries. 
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KARAMANLIS BRIEFS CABINET ON CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS 
ATO71120 Athens Domestic Service in Greek 0500 GMT 7 Mar 79 AT 


[Text ] Prime Minister Karamanlis last night briefed the plenary session of the Council 
of Ministers on his trip to Saudi Arabia and Syria and on his upcoming visit to 
Yugoslavia and West Germany [as heard] The prime minister also spoke to the Council of 


Ministers about the situation in the Balkans, our relations with Turkey and about the 
domestic situation. First, he referred to his trip to Saudi Arabia and Syria and 


stressed that the Middle East at this moment is the most sensitive area in the world 
due to the oil crisis, the recent events in Iran and the problems linked with the 


area. 


Specifically regarding his visit to Saudi Arabia, the prime minister observed that it 
had two aspects--the political dimension, which aimed at briefing those he met on the 
substance and true scope of national problems, and the economic dimension, which 
aimed at guaranteeing, both for the present and future, the fulfilling of our oil 
needs. The prime minister's assessment was that Greece has earned the trust of the 
Arab world and that the government's policy has created an atmosphere of friendship 
and understanding which permits the development of closer economic and commercial 
ties. The prime minister stressed that his visits to Saudi Arabia and Syria had 
produced positive results from both the political and economic aspects. 


Referring to his coming visit to Yugoslavia and to West Germany, and to the visit 
by Bulgaria's President Zhivkov to Athens, he observed that the situation in the 
Balkans is of specific interest to our country. He stressed that an antagonism can 
be observed between China and the Soviet Union in this area, in which Greece has 
developed initiatives for the creation of conditions of friendship, cooperation and 


With regard to Turkey, it is assessed that Turkey also wishes detente and dialog 
because this averts tension in relations between the two countries and facilitates 
the search for solutions. 


In conclusion the prime minister referred to the domestic situation and stressed that 
recently opposition parties have, through their behavior, helped movements for 
strikes and so forth. The public must be aware, he said, that it is not possible to 
make concessions beyond the limits charted by the state's income policy. He stressed 
that all the people should be persuaded that, through pressur# and strikes, it is 

not possible and not permissible to make concessions at the expense of the general 
interest. Karamanlis stated that everyone should understand that coping with foreign 
problems presupposes internal stability. 


ATHENS SPOKESMAN NOTES ECEVIT REMARKS TO JOURNALISTS 
ATO70910 Athens Domestic Service in Greek 1930 GMI 6 Mar 79 AT 


[Excerpt ] The Greek Government does not merely agree, but highly emphasizes, the 
need for a peaceful solution of Greek-Turkish differences and for restoration of 
friendship and cooperation between the two countries. This was stressed by a govern- 
ment spokesman in reply to a reporter's question in connection with the statements 
made by Turkish Prime Minister Hcevit to Greek journalists who visited him in 
Ankara. as regards the substance of differences, the spokesman added, Greece's posi- 
tions were clearly defined by the prime minister during the recent political debate 
in the chamber, 


In his statements, the Turkish prime minister attributed the Greek-Turkish differ- 


ences to psychological causes. Ecevit believes that if these causes are removed and 


mutual trust is restored, it will be possible to solve differences between the two 
countries and to resume friendship and cooperation between them. 
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ECEVIT INTERVIEWED BY VISITING GREEK JOURNALISTS 
TA061637 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 1515 GMT 6 Mar 79 TA 


[Text] Ankara, 6 Mar (AA)--The interview Prime Minister Bulent Ecevit had with four Greek 
journalists who visited Turkey last week was released today. 


Ecevit told the visiting journalists the disputes between Gr’ ece and Turkey would be taken 
up "not piecemeal, but as a whole.” As these are in fact "different elements of the 

Aegean Sea," he said, it would be an “artificial approach" to divide them into separate 
problems. Ecevit pointed out the Republican People's Party has taken great care not be 
"emotional" about issues between Greece and Turkey, both under the leadership of Ismet Inonu 
and himself. His guides in this respect were Ataturk and Inonu, he said. He had read their 
political speeches and statements during the Turco-Greek War, "which contained not a 

single word that could hurt Greece or the Greeks." It was evident, he noted, that even 
when the war was going on, they took care "to keep all channels open" in order to establish 
"close relations with Greece as soon as the war was over," 


Thanks to this care, he added, Ataturk and Venizelos were able to establish close ties 
and cooperation immediately after the war, 


Ecevit pointed out that another factor which is important for public opinion is the 
feelings of minorities in either country. He therefore believed the governments and the 
press of both countries should do their best to make their minorities in their country 
feel at home, In democracies, he noted, minorities can be a major factor in forming 
public opinion. 


Ecevit called on the administration and the press of both countries to "distinguish" 
humanitarian issues from the political. He said he had instructed Deputy Prime Minister 
Eyuboglu to concern himself with "all problems of the Greek minority" in Turkey. 


The prime minister pointed to certain problems facing the Turkish population of western 
Thrace because of attempts to expropriate or purchase their land, which is of great 
concern for them, as they are closely attached to the land, 


Ecevit said his Greek visitors had agreed with him on the [words indistinct] psychological 
attitude between the peoples of the two countries’ exchange of TV programmes, in addition 
to the [words indistinct] point of view, he added, for if the two countries find it to 
their vital interests to continue economic cooperation, there will be great pressure for 
a settlement of political disputes. He believed our bilateral trade could be easily 
expanded beyond its present low volume, 


Prime Minister Bulent Ecevit believed it would be "realistic and positive" to take up 
bilateral disputes between the two countries and the Cyprus issue "separately but 
simultaneously." He noted it would be "difficult" to reach a settlement in Cyprus 
"without the support and encouragement of Turkey and Greece," but that the Greek Government 
seemed to want to "separate bilateral relations entirely" from the Cyprus issue. 


Ecevit agreed the issues should not be confused, but also believed there was a "psycholo- 
gical link" between the two. "As long as problems are not solved in Cyprus," he said, 
"the psychological atmosphere between the two countries is negatively affected." 
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“We will not insist if Greece wants to keep the Cyprus issue out,” Ecevit said, "but we 
would not consider this a realistic attitude." In any case, he added, the Cyprus issue 
should not mar mutual efforts to improve bilateral relations between Greece and Turkey. 


With relation to the Aegean, Ecevit said it was “not true” that Turkey expected “conces- 
sions" from Greece, as Greece seemed to believe. 


He noted “new concepts” were being formulated regarding "national rights over the seas" 
since World War II, and each coastal country was trying to adapt itself to these new con- 
cepts. Thus it was "natural" for Turkey and Greece to "determine mutually their national 
rights in the Aegean" and to “seek possibilities for cooperation." "If final solution 
cannot be found now to certain problems,” he said, "we can find provisional formulas for 
cooperation.” He believed “allies” should be able to settle these problems, and noted 
Turkey had settled the issue of the continental shelf with the Soviet Union. 


Ecevit believed Turkey and Greece should take care “not to allow third countries to inter- 
fere in our bilateral problems." The two nations have proved before that they have great 
capacity for settling problems and establishing good relations" if left alone," he said, 
as demonstrated by Ataturk and Venizelos, and also by Prime Ministers Menderes and 
Karamanlis in the 1950's. 


He definitely believed bilateral problems should be kept away from the international arena, 
and settled through bilateral contacts. 


The prime minister said increasing tension in the region made an urgent settlement of 
issues more necessary, “not only in the interests of both countries and of the whole 
region" but probably of all the world. This is also necessary for democratic and economic 
development and social progress in both countries, he added. 


Ecevit observed political problems and the viability of democracy were "closely related" 
to economic questions. It was "senseless" for the two countries to arm themselves against 
one another, “while our long-term interests depended on mutual trust and cooperation." 

He believed it was necessary to concentrate efforts and thoughts on "strengthening democ- 
racy, developing the economy, and accelerating social progress." 


Ecevit hoped Greek journalists would visit all of Turkey and meet the people in addition 
to making official visits. He believed they could then see for themselves the good wishes 
of friendship of the Turkish (?people). 


He believed the fact that “there was not real conflict of interests" but "many benefits 
to derive from cooperation" would be “sufficient basis for close relations" between 
Greece (?and Turkey). 


Following are questions and answers from Prime Minister Bulent Ecevit's interview with 
four Greek journalists during the latter's visit to Ankara. 


Q: How would developments in Iran affect bilateral relations between Greece and Turkey? 


A: It is a fact that tension has increased in our region, and its future is “less clear" 
than before--and this must not be taken as a comment on developments in Iran; those are 
Iran's own problems. Another reason why we should not lose much more time in solving 
bilateral disputes is the general situation in the Middle East. 
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Q@: Could the conflicts in Southeast Asia have consequences for the Balkans? 


A: When the tension between big powers goes beyond certain limits, it is not always 
easy to confine the effect and consequences to a locality. What is happening in 
Southeast Asia now could reach dimensions going beyond local conflict. Hence we should 
watch it with concern, But I cannot say anthing definite about its consequences for the 
Balkans, 


Q: How do you assess the period after your meeting with Mr Karamanlis in March 1978? 


A: My impression is that the talks between secretary generals of foreign ministries 
aside from technical negotiations, have been as useful as might be expected. As we 
have not given our technicians political guidance, we could not expect them to reach or 
propose concrete results, 


I believe we are now more aware of one another's position and concerns, Therefore, from 
the practical point of view, the negotiations have been useful. 


Q: Considering the increased tension in the region, why do you oppose Greece's return 
to NATO? 


A: We are definitely not opposed to Greece's return to the military structure of NATO. 
We have announced we are ready to join negotiations to formulate the return of Greece 
to the alliance, 


However, we are opposed in principle to her return on a provisional settlement. For the 
provisional settlement suggested means a return to the defacto arrangements of pre-summer 
1974. We do not oppose this because of what happened since then, but because we were 
already opposed to the defacto arrangements in the Aegean [passage indistinct] we know it 
is meaningless totalk of NATO's southeast flank as long as Greece is not in the military 
wing of the alliance. Our stand relates to the procedure to be followed, 


Q: Do you mean to say Greece's return to NATO should be negotiated together with bilateral 
issues? 


A: Wo; technically and legally they are separate, What I (?mean to) say is that if the 
basic (?issues between Turkey) and Greece (?concerning) the Aegean are (?settled) [passage 
indistinct ] 


A: AS I have noted several times before, I am not opposed to it. But it might seem like 
a contradiction to talk of a nonaggression pact between allies. Perhaps we can talk about 
it as some form of political document that will guarantee better mutual confidence between 
the two countries, We are definitely not opposed to this. However, it is also clear that 
it cannot be divorced from basic problems, We might take it up together with the basic 
issues as a symbol of our determination for peaceful coexistence and cooperation and go 

on from there. There is no obstacle to our starting to negotiate such an accord, 


Q: May I ask what you think of Greece joining the Common Market? 


A; We consider this a problem proper to Greece and wish her good luck, 
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DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER LEAVES FOR TALKS IN BUIGARIA 
TAO61103 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 1000 GMT 6 Mar 79 TA 


[Text ] State Minister and Deputy Prime Minister Hikmet Cetin has left Istanbul for 
Bulgaria by car as the guest of Deputy Chairman of the Counci) of Ministers lukanov. 


In a statement in Istanbul, Cetin said relations between Turkey and Bulgaria will be 
reviewed during the talks the two deputy prime ministers will hold in Plovdiv. Cetin 
said that the issues of putting into effect the protocol previously signed between the 
two countries and obtaining electrical energy from Bulgaria will be discussed during 
the talks. 


Foreign Ministry, Industry and Technology Ministry and Turkish Electric Power Enterprise 
officials are included in the delegation headed by Cetin. The delegation will return 
to Turkey by car tomorrow. 


ISIAMIC COUNTRIES! LAW OF THE SEA CONFERENCE OPENS 
TA061300 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 1000 GMT 6 Mar 79 TA 


(Text ] A meeting on the Lew of the Sea, attended by experts from Islamic Conference 
countries, began in Istanbul today. 


In a message to the meeting, Prime Minister Bulent Ecevit expressed belief that the 
meeting will contribute to the development of the Law of the Sea and to the establish- 
ment of a more just international legal and economic order. Pointing out that the 
third UN Lew of the Sea conference is a forum where talks are held on establishing 

an international legal system in favor of a more just distribution of world resources, 
Ecevit said; This is why we believe that the principles of Islam, which stress justice, 
will be a source of inspiration for these talks. 


In a speech at the beginning of the meeting, Foreign Minister Gunduz Okcun said that 
issues like the administration of islands [as heard], seas with limited access and the 
peaceful solution of disputes should be emphasized in order to reach a valid agreement 
at the third UN Law of the Sea conference. Okcun also noted the importance of the 

Law of the Sea meeting of experts from the Islamic Conference countries taking place 
just before the eighth round of the third UN Law of the Sea conference, 


The meeting, attended by representatives from 22 Islamic Conference countries, will 
last for 4 days. 


FUEL, DIESEL OIL RATIONED IN EASTERN BLACK SEA AREA 
TA061126 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 1000 GMT 6 Mar 79 TA 


[Text ] Certain measures were implemented today in the eastern Black Sea region to ease 
the oil shortage. The measures are being implemented in Trabzon, Rize, Artvin, 
Erzurum, Erzinoan, Gumshane and Kars provinces under the Petroleum Office regional 
directorate. Under these new regulations, trucks and buses running within the city 
will be able to buy 200 litres of diesel every 2 days, pick-up trucks 100 liters and 
interurban bueses 300 liters of diesel oil before they begin their service. These 
amounts will be marked on the vehicles' licenses by the gas station attendants. 
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Under these regulations, which were determined at a meeting chaired by the director of 
the Trabzon Regional Directorate Petroleum Office and attended by the Petroleum Office 
gas station officials, taxis in the region's provinces and districts will be able to 
buy 30 liters of gasoline daily and private cars 30 liters of gasoline every 5 days. 


It was reported that the gas stations in the region received 960 tons of diesel oil and 
350 tons of gasoline today. 


NATURAL GAS USE IN INDUSTRY SAVING FOREIGN CURRENCY 
TAO061728 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 1600 GMT 6 Mar 79 TA 


[Text] It has been announced that a significant amount of foreign currency has been 
saved by industrial use of the natural gas produced by the Turkish Petroleum Corporation 
instead of oil products. According to a statement issued by the Turkish Petroleum Corpora- 
tion, natural gas was used instead of fuel oil at the Pinar Hisar cement factory last 
year. Some 100 million Turkish liras worth of foreign currency was thus saved. 


Noting that there are plans to drill nine more natural gas wells in Turkey to meet in- 
creasing demand, the statement says that with an increase in the production of natural 
gas, the equivalent of 5,000 barrels of oil, some $75,000 will be saved daily. The 
Statement adds that work is being carried out to use the natural gas reserves in the 
Camurlu oil zone in Nusaybin for industry. The statement points out that about $4 million 
will be saved with the use of natural gas in the industrial installations to be built in 
this region. 


'JACKAL' IMPLICATED IN RECORD ARMED ROBBERTY 
NCO70912 Istanbul TERCUMAN in Turkish 6 Mar 79 p 5 NC 


[Excerpts] The Turkish People's Liberation Party-Front [THKP-C] and the Marxist-Leninist 
Armed Propaganda Union [MLSPB] seized the payroll at Cerrahapasa Hospital a while ago. 
The robbery, involving 15,181,000 Turkish liras, is the biggest ever committed. in Turkey. 
Investigations and operations for the capture of THKP-C and MLSPB militants is continuing. 
While security officials continue to question witnesses, the investigations assumed a 
new -haracter following an allegation yesterday that Omer Cimeken--the person said to 
have planned the robbery--has links with the "Jackal," the international terrorist leader. 


Security officials stated that Cimeken was detained in 1976 for possessing arms and ex- 
plosives. At that time, Cimeken confessed that he had gone to Palestine on instructions 
from Gultern Cayan, spouse of former THKP-C leader Mahir Cayan, Cimeken said that later 
he had gone to Paris and that at that time Cayan was in contact with the "Jackal." 
Cimeken said at the time: "I came to Turkey on instructions from the 'Jackal.' I met 
with THKP-C leaders in Ankara. They told me to organize an operation which would have a 
significant impact. I decided to have the shah of Iran, who would visit Istanbul at the 
time, assassinated. I decided to assassinate him at the crossroads at Yesilyurt. We 
Studied the plan with members of the organization and we set up an ambush. However, the 
plan fell through when the shah went directly tc Ankara without stopping in Istanbul." 
Cimeken and his friends were later arrested, 


Following this allegation; police have expanded their investigations and have started 
looking for Cimeken, who is reported to be hiding in Istanbul. 
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FINLAND 
VIETNAM SOLIDARITY CONFERENCE OPENS IN ESPOO 
LDO61120 Helsinki Domestic Service in Finnish 1030 GMT 6 Mar 79 LD 


(Text ] ver 500 representatives from various parts of the world are attending the con- 
ference on solidarity with Vietnam, which opened in Espoo today. The conference has Deen 
organized by the World Peace Council and the Finnish Defenders of Peace Organization. The 
participants represent various political parties, trade union movements, as well as youth, 
womens and other organizations. An eight-member Vietnamese delegation is also attending 
the conference, which will continue until 8 March. 


Delegates Named 
LDO61740 Helsinki Domestic Service in Finnish 1530 GMT 6 Mar 79 LD 


[Excerpts] Speeches on this, the opening day, were delivered by representatives of 
several Finnish parties and others. 


The solidarity conference is being attended by Aleksey Shitikov, member of the CPSU 
Central Committee, Luis Corvalan, general secretary of the Chilean Communist Party, 
Ros Samay, general secretary of the Communist Party of the Kampuchean United Front for 
National Salvation, and by a delegation of the Vietnamese Peace Committee. 


AUSTRIA 
POLICE INVESTIGATE 'MYSTERIOUS' ARMS TRANSFER 
AU051155 Vienna ARBEITER ZEITUNG in German 4 Mar 79 p 5 AU 


[Text] Vienna (AZ)--A gigantic arms smuggling transaction ir Vienna? A man informed 
police on Saturday morning about a mysterious observation: He claimed to have seen the 
transloading of submachine guns. 


The man gave concrete details: On Handelskai in Vienna's second district he claimed to 
have seen how 17 submachine guns were reloaded from a small blue Ford truck with a grey 
canvas cover with a CSSR diplomats! license plate into a big white Mercedes car with a 
Munich license plate. Near these two cars there was also a green Ford Mustang with a 
Salzburg license plate that was obviously acting as a guard. Then all three vehicles 
drove away. 


State security police launched an investigation but were unable to find any traces of 
the described vehicles. Intensified border controls also failed to produce any results. 
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